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In 1848, at the conclusion of the Mexican-American War, the United States acquired substantial new territory through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.  This included the Mexican territories of Alta California and Santa Fe de Nueva Mexico that eventually became the U.S. states of California, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming.  The treaty also effectively ratified the U.S. annexation of Texas which had occurred in 1845, and had been one of the precipitating events of the War.  With the appropriation of this huge territory came a significant political and educational challenge: that of integrating the people who already lived there—Native Americans and Mexicans--into a new nation state.  The challenge involved not only issues of citizenship, but of language, religion and race.  

A similar set of issues confronted the U.S. again in 1865 at the end of the Civil War with respect to a much larger population of formerly enslaved African-Americans.  Prior to the Civil War, no southern state had successfully established a system of free public schools, even for white citizens.   Under what terms, then, would the education and political integration of newly emancipated black citizens proceed?  

Together these two cases provide an opportunity to analyze what the relationship between education and citizenship actually looked like in practice in the second half of the nineteenth century.  As we know, common school reformers in the first half of the nineteenth century often argued that public education was essential for democratic citizenship.  But this relationship was not the same for everyone.  The political and educational rights of not only Mexican-Americans and African-Americans, but of Asian Americans and Native Americans were hotly debated topics in the halls of Congress as well as in state legislatures in the 1860s, 70s, and 80s.

In "Reconstruction and Its Benefits," an essay published in 1910 in The American Historical Review, a leading historical journal, W.E.B. Dubois offered a critical reinterpretation of the then-existing historical scholarship on Reconstruction in the South after the Civil War.  What was his argument?  What did he see as the relationship between education and citizenship in that context?  How do his findings compare with conditions presented by Victoria-Maria MacDonald in her chapter on Americanization and Resistance from 1848 to 1912, in Latino Education?   
